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Next Wave Society Information Packet - 2012

Georgia Aquarium Mission
To be an entertaining, educational, and scientific institution featuring exhibits and programs of the highest standards, offering engaging and exciting guest experiences, and promoting the conservation of aquatic biodiversity throughout the world.
Vision
“To be the World’s Most Engaging Aquarium Experience!”
Senior Leadership

Bernard Marcus, Benefactor, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
David Kimmel, President & Chief Operating Officer

Matthew P. Hodgdon, Chief Financial Officer & Senior Vice President

Dr. Greg Bossart, VMD, PhD, Chief Veterinary Officer & Senior Vice President, Veterinary Services

Billy Hurley, Chief Zoological Officer & Senior Vice President

Carey Rountree, Senior Vice President, Sales & Marketing
For additional staff and bios please visit: https://www.georgiaaquarium.org/newsroom/experts/
History

On November 23, 2005, Georgia Aquarium officially opened its doors as the world’s largest aquarium, through the generosity of its chief benefactors, Bernie and Billi Marcus. Located in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, the Aquarium features tens of thousands of animals, in more than ten million gallons of water. Through a path of over 60 exhibits, the Aquarium tells a global water story, starting in Georgia and traveling across the globe. Over 3.7 million guests walked through our doors in the first year; to date that number has increased to more than 15 million, in just six years of operation. Visitors have come from every continent, over 120 countries around the world and all 50 states in the United States! 
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Georgia Aquarium Next Wave Society
The Next Wave Society is the Georgia Aquarium’s circle of young professional supporters between the ages of 30 and 45. With a goal to increase philanthropic support and awareness, membership provides an enriching experience through environmentally-focused volunteer opportunities, creative fundraising projects and exclusive invitations to Next Wave Society events. The annual calendar of events includes quarterly Next Wave Society meetings, cocktail socials, Next Wave overnight, a July 4th Celebration – Red, White & Brew, and the Aquarium’s signature fundraising event, Aqua Vino. 

Prospective members should be engaged in the mission and objectives of the Georgia Aquarium, via attendance at quarterly meetings and involvement in the Society’s events. Financial responsibilities include paying annual membership dues and supporting and attending fundraising events. 
Next Wave Society Mission Statement 

The Next Wave Society of the Georgia Aquarium is comprised of young professionals committed to increasing philanthropic support and awareness of the Aquarium’s exhibits, animals, conservation and research initiatives, and education programs. Leaders in their professional fields and in the greater community, Next Wave Society members represent a diverse cross-section of Georgia, serving as ambassadors for the oceans, the environment and the world’s largest Aquarium!  

Member Goals:

· Advise Georgia Aquarium of the needs and wants of the 25-40 demographic, with an end goal of increasing the Aquarium’s relevance and relationship with this group

· Increase awareness and philanthropic support for the Georgia Aquarium and its mission amongst peers and associates 

· Recommend individual/organizational partnerships within the community that will enhance Georgia Aquarium’s outreach efforts

· Expand members’ social and professional networks for enriched professional development 

· Have a blast!

Member Duties:

· Serve a one year term (12 months from activation)
· Participate in at least one (1) Next Wave committee (Aqua Vino, Programming, Recruitment, Marketing or others) 
· Attend, support fundraising and promote Aqua Vino, Red, White and Brew, and other Next Wave Society Events

· Identify and assist in recruiting future Next Wave Society members
Membership Fees:
· Next Wave offers both a corporate and an individual membership. 

· The individual annual membership fee is $250 ($154 is tax-deductible).  Individual membership is open to anyone who is interested; all applicants must be ages 29-45 at the time of application. 
· The corporate membership fee is $2,500 it includes one individual Next Wave membership plus the benefits listed below. Corporate membership fees must be paid prior to May 30, 2012. 
Individual Next Wave Membership Benefits

· One (1) Georgia Aquarium Annual Pass valid through 2012 (benefits listed below)
· One (1) private VIP Behind the Scenes tour for up to 6 guests/clients
· Invitations to exclusive Next Wave Society events
· Invitation for two to a Breakfast with the Biologist and Science on Tap lecture series, discounts for guests

· Concierge service for all additional ticketing and tour needs

· Special advance notice of Georgia Aquarium news and special events

· Listing on a dedicated page on the Georgia Aquarium website 

Corporate Next Wave Membership Benefits

· One (1) Individual Next Wave membership with the benefits listed above. 
· Six (6) “Guest of Sponsor” Georgia Aquarium Annual Passes
· Corporate Logo Listing on a dedicated page on the Georgia Aquarium website 

· Corporate Host Level Benefits and Recognition at Aqua Vino  ($3,000 value) which includes: 
· Eight (8) Grand Tasting Tickets (valued at $1,750) and table seating for eight (8)

· Company logo in the Aqua Vino Program

· Invitation for two to the Patron Party

Annual Passholder Benefits:

· One (1) Georgia Aquarium Annual Pass (good for 12 months), which includes:
· Free admission to the Jazz Journeys music series

· Free admission to Deepo’s 3D Wondershow (timed ticket is required)

· Free admission to AT&T Dolphin Tales (timed ticket is required)

· $2 discount in the Georgia Aquarium parking deck 

· Discounts on Aquarium purchase and programs including: café, gift shop, Beluga & Friends Interactive Program, Journey with the Gentle Giants, Camp H2O, etc. 

Georgia Aquarium Staff Contacts
· For information regarding membership or events, please connect with the Aquarium team: 

· Kristie Cobb Hacke │ 404.581.4130 │ kcobb@georgiaaquarium.org
· Stephanie Brown │ 404.581.4136 │ sbrown@georgiaaquarium.org 

2012 Next Wave Society Steering Committee
Chair:
Matthew May – Cherry Bekaert & Holland

Red White and Brew:

David Aitken – X-Factor

Suzanne Hayes – Nead Werx

Aqua Vino: 

Ted Jenkin – Oxygen Financial
Mary-Cathryn Kolb – Spanx

Bryson Palmer – Piedmont Healthcare
Philip Lewis – Fulcrum Ventures

Recruiting/Membership:
Cornell Hazelton – Raymond James

Kyle Vaughn – Cox Enterprises

Programming: 

Ian Labitue – Arnall Golden Gregory 

Susan Sweeney – Oxygen Financial

At-Large:

Jeremy Ellis – Genesis Capital

Josh McAfee – Velossent

Jonathan Parris – US Trust, Private Wealth Mgmt.
Fernando Torres – McKesson
