




for plants and animals located where they move in. Often they prey upon other species, 
have no natural enemies and compete with the native wildlife. One way that non-native 
species are introduced into a new environment is by people letting pets (like aquarium fish 
and snakes) from other countries or from other parts of the same country into a local lake, stream, 
or pond when they get tired of them. 

• Name two aquatic animals that are invasive species in Georgia or Florida. (Hint: there is 
one major one found off the coast of Georgia in Gray’s Reef) 

• Look on the internet or in books to find at least two other ways invasive species are 
introduced to a new environment. Another site you may want to visit is: 
www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov  Click on browse by Subject – Aquatic Species to find lists 
for both plants and animals. 

•  Look on the internet or in books to find out what you can do to help reduce the number 
of invasive species in your state. 

5. Watershed 
• All water flows downhill towards a river that will eventually flow to the ocean. Here in 

Georgia, water surrounds us whether in the ocean, lakes, or rivers. 
• Go to http://www.georgiaadoptastream.org/Manuals_etc/Watershed/Watershed.pdf to 

find maps (pg 1 and 2) and the definition of a watershed. (pg 13)

• Fill out the statement below: 

o A watershed is a ___________.  It is a ______  ________ from which water, 
sediment, and dissolved materials drain to a common point along a 
_____________. For each watershed, there is a drainage system that conveys 
rainfall to its outlet. Its boundaries are marked by the highest _________ of 
__________ around the waterbody. 

o What do you think this means? Discuss. 

• Go to the website, http://www.epa.gov/enviro/wme/ to find the water shed where you live.  

• Name the creeks, rivers and lakes located near your home. 
• Look at a state map and follow the creek or river near your home to the ocean. If trash 

was placed in your watershed, where would it end up?  

6. Invasive Species and Pets                                                                                                  
“Invasive species are organisms that are introduced into a non-native ecosystem and 
which cause, or are likely to cause, harm to the economy, environment or human health.” 
(www.fws.gov/invasives/) Other names used are non-native species, introduced species, 
exotic species or invasive species. Invasive plants and animals can create serious challenges 



8.) Animal Adaptations
A physical adaptation is important in an animal’s survival. It is a feature on the body that makes 
the animal better suited to live in its habitat. It takes generations for a new adaptation to develop 
in an animal.   

Break into groups, pick an aquatic animal from the list below and answer the following questions: 

Penguin     Northern right whale    Whale shark   Horseshoe crab  Moon jelly  

1.) Is the animal a mammal, fish, bird, reptile, invertebrate, or amphibian? 
2.) Name four physical adaptations this animal has to help its survival.  
3.) If this animal did not have any of the adaptations named, what might happen to it? 

When you visit the Georgia Aquarium, look for your animal and look for the adaptations you listed. 

9.) Coral Reef Animals 
Corals are simple animals. Find the names of two different types of coral in books or on the 
internet.  Find pictures of one of the corals.  

Create your own coral reef: Cut up paper towel tubes and sponges, paint or color them, and glue 
them together to look like the coral in your pictures.  Find pictures of different animals that live 
there and glue them to the coral. On a piece of paper describe the coral that you have created.  On 
a world map, locate a coral reef; add to your list two ways the coral reef can be harmed by 
humans.   

10.) Sharks 
There are 350 species of sharks in the ocean, ranging in size from less than 10 inches to over 50 
feet in length. Sharks are animals that are usually feared, but they deserve to be respected and 
protected. Use books, videos, and the internet to find the names of two sharks.  

Discover two reasons sharks are important to their ecosystem.  
Discover two characteristics of each shark.  
Write or tell a positive, non-scary short story about a shark and share it with younger girls.     

1.)
2.)
3.)

7. The Seafood We Eat 
The earth is covered mostly by water. Many of the foods we eat come from the ocean,  where the 
resources seem endless, although this is not true.  
• With a partner, find the name of an ocean animal that is caught for food.  
• Find out if the animal is endangered or not.  
• If the animal you found is endangered, discover why its populations have decreased.  
• Find recipes for all the fish or other sea creatures that are not endangered and create a 

cookbook for your family or troop. Taste as many recipes as you can.   


