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COLLARED LIZARD 
ANIMAL FACT  Both male and female collared lizards have two black  
bands encircling the shoulders like a collar, giving the species its name. 

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Crotaphytus collaris 

CONSERVATION STATUS  
Least Concern 

EXTINCT THREATENED LEAST CONCERN 
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Georgia Aquarium  
is a nonprofit 
committed to 

inspiring awareness 
and preservation of 

our ocean and  
aquatic animals 

worldwide. 

2022 
REFLECT
DEAR FRIENDS, 
2022 has been another great year of growth 
and development for Georgia Aquarium. 

We welcomed new additions, including 
Asian small-clawed otters Triton and Han. 
Both were born at other North American 
zoological facilities and have acclimated well 
to their new space. We also built a spacious 
koi pond exhibit, bringing more color and 
life into our open atrium area. A new gallery 
sponsorship, Dolphin Coast presented by 
Margaritaville Vacation Club by Wyndham, 
was also added and will continue to bring 
exciting new changes into 2023. 

The Research and Conservation team has 
been busy working on many projects and 
scientific papers both here at the Aquarium 
and around the world. The team started 
the year in the Galapagos studying a new 
aggregation of whale sharks and helping to 
contribute data to our global microplastics 
project through researching other shark 
species off Isabela Island. Our Research 
team also successfully tagged multiple 
manta rays off the coast of Florida, after 
working at the Aquarium to develop 
efficient tagging methods. 

Our Education team continued to educate 
and inspire thousands of students in 
2022 through field trips, camps, online 
lessons and more. We have been grateful 
for the support of the new symbolic 
adopt-an-animal program which benefits 
all Education-led activities. We were also 
able to continue to support students  
from Atlanta’s Westside district 
by selecting ten more students to 
receive the Georgia Aquarium College 
Scholarship. This support helps pave 
the way for these deserving students 
to achieve their academic goals and 
encourage future scientists. 

Again, this year, I want to thank you 
deeply for your continued support  
of Georgia Aquarium. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Brian Davis  
President & CEO  
Georgia Aquarium
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VITAL 
STATS

Georgia Aquarium is 
proud to offer engaging 

and exciting guest 
experiences that promote 

the conservation of aquatic 
biodiversity throughout 
the world — and it takes 
exceptionally talented, 

hardworking staff members 
and volunteers working 

around the clock to 
operate one of the  

largest aquariums in the 
western hemisphere. 

VITAL 
STATS

365 DAYS OF  
FUN, FACTS & FIGURES  

AT THE AQUARIUM 
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Other events  
benefiting our  

mission programs  
included Aqua Vino,  

Fish & Chips Golf  
Tournament, and  
Science on Tap. 5th

5k

Almost 7,000 guests spent the  
night in one of our galleries through  
our Sleep Under the Seas program,  
including general guests, Boy Scouts,  
Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts 

57,000 guests participated in our Behind the Seas Tours, 
getting a sneak peek at the inner workings of our facility 

57k
4k

7k
Helped almost 4,000 
guests celebrate at the 
Aquarium through our 
Birthday Party programs 

600
Hosted over 600 events,  

close to our 2019 event levels! 

overall membership sales  
increase in 2022  
compared to 2021 28%

be our  
guests 

Purchasing tickets or memberships  
help maintain our in-house  
research facilities but also support  
Georgia Aquarium in our  
larger outreach efforts.

main  
events 

Georgia Aquarium offers memorable  
venues for fundraisers, black-tie  

galas, corporate dinners, as well as  
formal and informal events.

In 2022, we celebrated the fifth running of our  
annual 5K race! Runners braved the cold for this  
Peachtree Road Race Qualifier. We also had participants  
run or walk virtually, even from abroad with six participants  
from the UK, India, and Germany! All proceeds benefited  
our vital Research and Conservation initiatives. 

$1m+
$1 million+ in catering  
sales in multiple months 

100k
Event attendance hit  

approximately 100,000 guests 
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54,101 1,165 
107,885 

education  
stimulation 

raised for Education Programs (including  
STEM camps, robotics workshops, teacher professional  
development, and community outreach) through  
our symbolic Adopt an Animal Program 

May the 4th Be With You Celebrated our  
Cognia STEM Certification and Inaugural  
STEAM Day on May 4th, which included  
Star Wars characters in the atrium 

In 2022, Georgia Aquarium became a 
Center for Species Survival (CSS) through 
a partnership with the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Species 
Survival Commission (SSC), part of the 
world’s largest environmental conservation 
organization. The Aquarium is one of just 
three such Centers in the United States 
and was tapped for our expertise in marine 
species conservation. These new partnerships 
help our research and conservation work 
become a more structured part of the global 
conservation community, unifying under 
One Plan to assess, plan and act to reverse 
negative wildlife trends. 

As a Center for Species Survival,  
Georgia Aquarium’s work will include: 

Conducting additional assessments  
for the IUCN Red List of Threatened  
Species, which identifies and evaluates  
species threatened with extinction 

Planning conservation projects  
and hosting workshops 

Conserving endangered species  
living at the Aquarium 

Training other zoos and aquariums  
on effective species conservation work 

Total Sponsored Education Admissions (SEA) students

6244th
Total instructor-led programs 

(individual programs)

$13,575 

Total Georgia schools 

Total number  
of students

Center for  
Species  
Surival

Georgia Aquarium’s school programs provide  
opportunities for students to discover the aquatic realm  
in an immersive, standards-based learning environment.

SPOTLIGHT   

“These new IUCN SSC  
partnerships have  
great potential to  
reverse the staggering  
decline in wildlife and  
plants around the world.” 
Dr. Alistair Dove  
Vice President of Science and Education  
Georgia Aquarium 
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True Blue  
Mission 

volunteers 
As a non-profit, Georgia Aquarium depends on the help of 
extraordinary volunteers and interns to continue our mission.

In March 2022, Georgia Aquarium was honored 
to host renowned marine biologist and Explorer-
in-Residence at the National Geographic 
Society, Dr. Sylvia Earle. Over the course of 
her multi-day visit, Dr. Earle participated in two 
events to speak to our local community, as well 
as met with Georgia Aquarium Leadership to 
go behind the scenes at the Aquarium and learn 
about our research, conservation, and education 
programs, and to discuss a partnership  
between us and her organization, Mission Blue.  
Mission Blue advocates for public awareness 
and support of a network of marine protected 
areas called Hope Spots — scientifically 
identified as areas critical to ocean health. 

725

66,812 
14,713 
6,025

87,550 

3
1st 95

35 54
volunteer programs  

volunteer hours 
(an average of 7.7 hours/ 
volunteer per month) 

Research & Conservation  
interns were piloted in paid  
internships over summer 2022 

intern  
hours 

in-person volunteer  
appreciation event  
held since 2019 

teen volunteer hours  
(an average of 112 hours/ 
teen per session) 

volunteers  
celebrated  
15+ years  
of volunteer  
service in 2022 

total  
program  
hours 

interns

Number of participants per program 

teen volunteer programs 

325
new volunteers  

onboarded in 2022 

SPOTLIGHT   

Through this collaboration we have championed 
the nomination of St. Helena Island, one of 
our whale shark research sites, as a Hope Spot 
which should be designated in 2023. We are 
also working towards nominating other areas, 
including the Prince William Sound in Alaska. 

Dr. Earle has broken barriers in the field of marine 
science and ocean exploration for women over 
the last 50 years. During her visit, we wanted to 
offer a chance for her to share her experience 
in a fireside chat style event. This unique event 
was specifically for women in the fields of science 
and education with topics focused on ocean 
science, conservation, and policy interface. 
Guests included employees in these fields at 
Georgia Aquarium as well as invitees from the 
Atlanta community. 

Dr. Earle has been a pioneer of exploring and 
advocating for the ocean for decades, this visit  
began an exciting partnership, and we are looking  
forward to being able to work with Mission Blue 
on these vital efforts for years to come.
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Our Dolphin Animal Training and  
Production teams worked in tandem  
to produce an all-new seasonal dolphin 
presentation, “The Most Wonderful  
Time of the Year!”, showcasing dolphins’ 
natural behaviors and educating guests on 
training methods and conservation practices. 

Sanctuary  
Celebration 

SPOTLIGHT  

October 2022 was the 50th 
anniversary of the National 
Marine Sanctuary system.  
Fifty years ago, the U.S. 
ushered in a new era of ocean 
conservation by creating the 
National Marine Sanctuary 
System. Since then, they’ve 
grown into a nationwide 
network of 15 national marine 
sanctuaries and two marine 
national monuments that 
conserve more than 620,000 
square miles of spectacular 
ocean and Great Lakes waters. 

To bring attention to this wonderful milestone in ocean conservation, 
we added an exhibit to our Ocean Voyager gallery. This new exhibit, 
sponsored by PrintPack, features a large format wall projection 
outlining all National Marine Sanctuaries, and an immersive 
installation focusing on Georgia’s own sanctuary: Gray’s Reef. 
Additionally, on the 12th of October, the Aquarium welcomed  
John Armor, Director of the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 
along with eight colleagues, for a luncheon and evening event to 
commemorate the occasion. 

50th

Five pufflings were 
hatched, reared, and 
have fully fledged. 
Now on exhibit in  

the alcid habitat. 

Two eagle ray pups 
and one sandbar 

shark pup were born 
onsite in our Ocean 

Voyager gallery 

Sea otters, sea lions, seals and Asian small- 
clawed otters were trained to voluntarily  
receive their covid vaccines and all  
are now vaccinated. This is such a  
huge accomplishment and our trainers  

worked very hard to achieve this goal! 

The African penguin training 
program continues to grow  

by leaps and bounds, 
including voluntary blood 
sampling, x-ray, and color 

discrimination behaviors .
.

BIRTHS TRAINING 

animal  
news 
Every day, our team at 
Georgia Aquarium is 
learning more about 
marine life in order to 
develop new methods 
animal care, training,  
and veterinary medicine.
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Georgia Aquarium  
is dedicated to being a 

community resource and giving 
back to the city of Atlanta.  
2022 brought forth many 
community engagement 
opportunities both within  

our facility and in the 
surrounding area.

ENRICHING OUR COMMUNITY 
THROUGH SOCIAL IMPACT 
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SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM 
Our commitment to provide support 
to Atlanta’s Westside district 
continues, with the Georgia Aquarium 
College Scholarship. This support 
helps pave the way for ten deserving 
students from Booker T. Washington 
High School to achieve their academic 
goals as future scientists. 

FUN WEIRD SCIENCE 
25 female students from Yeager Middle 
School, a Title I school, were selected to 
participate in Fun Weird Science. A camp 
that engaged the students in hands on and 
exciting science activities with the goal to 
encourage more young women to pursue 
careers in the STEAM field. Made possible 
with support from NCR Foundation.

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 
With support from The Coca-Cola Company, we  
were able to unveil the Aquanaut Express — an  
outreach vehicle to visit schools and provide  
amazing experiences for those that otherwise  
could not make it to the Aquarium. The RV includes  
outreach animals, scientific animal tagging and  
tracking data, and coral conservation information. 

Georgia Aquarium has also partnered with City of Refuge to  
host a satellite classroom, the Innovation Lab. Our Education 
Department will travel to the Innovation Lab to teach programs  
to K-8 students with outreach animals and engaging activities — all 
made possible with support from Chick-fil-A and Georgia-Pacific. 

ROV CAMP 
We also hosted a special ROV (remotely operated vehicle) Camp  
with funding from David and Carolyn Gould. 12 minority,  
female students already involved in STEM classes at Sweetwater 
Middle School, a Title I school, participated in a five-day  
camp in April 2022. Aimed to inspire the students towards 
careers in STEAM, the group built a MATE Angelfish ROV unit,  
learned about women in STEM throughout the week, and  
concluded with piloting the ROV and testing their work! 

Georgia Aquarium is proud to be a scientific institution with offerings  
that are educational, entertaining and inspiring, that also serves  
as a community resource anchoring downtown Atlanta. 

GEORGIA AQUARIUM GIVES BACK 
In 2022, Georgia Aquarium impacted our local area  
through organized community service efforts by staff. 

Assembled and donated 800 sandwiches to  
My Sister’s House, a shelter for women and children. 

Packed and donated 72 meal kits to Must Ministries,  
providing a week’s worth of meals for students who otherwise 
struggle with food insecurity during summer break. 

Gathered 1,000 lbs of trash out of a watershed  
with Chattahoochee River Keeper. 

Other community service initiatives included  
a back-to-school drive supporting Dobbs Elementary,  
a Title I school, a hygiene drive, holiday toy drive  
and tree planting with South Fork Conservancy. 

COMMUNiTY
SUPPORT

PROVIDING UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES 
Georgia Aquarium hosted 25 children and adults with critical illnesses through 
various organizations in 2022. These visits are tailored to each individual’s 
interests, and requests have spanned from swimming with whale sharks or 
meeting a sea lion to being a penguin doctor. These visits provide a time of 
respite for families and bring them joy and laughter in the midst of treatment. 

It is our honor to host these families, and we look forward to continuing  
these specialized experiences in the years to come. 
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VETERANS IMMERSION PROGRAM (VIP) 

MILITARY VOLUNTEER  
PROGRAM 
2022 brought back our Military Volunteer 
Program, providing special opportunities 
for Georgia Aquarium’s Military Volunteers. 
Volunteer opportunities included: 

Service Projects  
at Piedmont Park 

Gold Star  
Family Days 

Veterans’ events at  
Georgia Aquarium 

Representing Georgia Aquarium  
at the Georgia Veterans Day Parade 

GOLD STAR FAMILY DAYS 
We hosted 3 Gold Star Family Days to serve families that 
have lost loved ones in service to this country. We were 
able to provide a completely free experience for all families 
at the Aquarium including admission, meals, and animal 
interactive programs, as well as photos and videos of their 
experience here. Families also participated in ceremonies 
and flag presentations honoring their fallen loved ones. 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Florida 
Georgia 
Guam 
Hawaii 

Illinois 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Missouri 
Montana 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Carolina 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Puerto Rico 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Virginia 
Washington 

MILITARY MONDAYS 
Georgia Aquarium provided free admission for  
nearly 3,000 veterans in 2022 on our Military Mondays 
promotion during November and December. 

BATTLE BUDDIES DAY 
We organized and hosted a day  
for service animals in training 
to roam the Aquarium with their 
trainers to help the animals learn 
to cope with large crowds and 
distractions. These animals will 
go on to be paired with service-
disabled veterans as their  
lifelong Battle-Buddies. 

This program provides adjunct therapy during 
rehabilitation and reintegration as wounded military 
personnel swim or dive with whale sharks in Ocean 
Voyager Built by The Home Depot or cage dive in Sharks! 
Predators of the Deep. We have successfully organized 
and funded travel to veterans’ groups that would not 
have the ability to attend our VIP events otherwise; and 
expanded our reach to veterans in 27 different states, 
as well as Puerto Rico and Guam. Over 1,000 veterans 
were able to participate in this program in 2022. 

In partnership with The Home Depot Foundation, 
we also were able to host 12 deserving non-military 
groups in 2022. This included groups from 
Special Olympics Georgia, Shepherd Center, 
Alabama Special Camp for Children and Adults and 
BeLoved Atlanta, as well as transplant and cardiac 
patients from Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

Our Veterans Field Immersion Program provides 
veterans with meaningful and fulfilling experiences 
in the field. We took four trips diving off the reefs 
of Jupiter, Florida collecting multiple types of 
marine debris and trash to help keep the marine 
environment as clean as possible. Participants also 
spend time in the classroom learning the importance 
of keeping our ocean environments clean, and how 
to safely remove debris in fragile ecosystems before 
participating in the service project. 

Georgia Aquarium and our Military Salute program’s founding 
partner, The Home Depot Foundation, are proud supporters 
of our armed forces and are committed to serving the brave 
men and women, active and retired, who have served us. 

SALUTE
MiLiTARY
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STUDYING & SUSTAINING 
OUR AQUATIC WILDLIFE 
ACROSS THE GLOBE 
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Alongside other accredited 
facilities, NGOs, universities, 
and government agencies,  

we conduct crucial research by  
working with animals both in 

human care and in their natural 
habitats. Our Research and 
Conservation team had 15 

publications and participated in  
40 research projects in 2022.
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RAJA AMPAT, INDONESIA 

RESHARK AND  
THE STAR PROJECT 
ReShark is an international, 
collective effort of over 60 
conservation organizations, 
aquariums, government 
agencies, and more, dedicated 
to recovering threatened shark  
and ray species around the 
world. These groups work 
together to ensure efforts are 
sustainable, culturally respectful 
and add value to both the local 
environments as well as the 
communities who live alongside 
them. Sharks help balance the 
food web and are important 
to the ecosystems they live in. 
They maintain the species below 
them by removing sick  
and injured prey and improve  
the health of prey populations  
by increasing species diversity. 
Zebra shark (Stegostoma tigrinum) 
populations in the wild have drastically 
declined due to habitat loss and depletion 
from the shark fin trade and are now listed  
as “Endangered” on the IUCN Red List. 

The StAR Project, led by the West Papua 
Provincial Government and the Research  
and Innovation Agency of Indonesia,  
seeks to reestablish a healthy population  
of zebra sharks by bringing aquarium-bred 
egg cases to hatcheries in protected areas  
of Raja Ampat for rearing and release. 

One of the objectives is to not just provide any 
eggs but genetically appropriate and diverse 
eggs so that once reintroduced, these animals can 
thrive in their natural habitat. Zebra sharks often 
produce parthenotes — eggs developed without the 
presence of a male — so embryos must be checked to 
determine if parthenogenesis has occurred. Research 
from Georgia Aquarium has contributed towards 
parthenogenesis detection methods as well as a better 
understanding of reproductive biology of these animals. 

Georgia Aquarium has also contributed to the 
husbandry practices of this project by assisting with 
creating husbandry manuals for breeding institutions 
and hatcheries, designing and commissioning of the life 
support systems, participating in mock shipments of 
eggs and sending representatives to train aquarists in 
the hatcheries. 

In August 2022, the first three eggs were shipped and 
after a long journey, successfully arrived at one of the 
hatcheries in Indonesia. This exciting milestone even 
included a blessing of the eggs by locals. Shortly after, 
zebra shark pups Audrey, Charlie and Kathlyn were 
hatched. Once old enough, the juvenile pups will be 
tagged and make their way to a sea pen before being 
released into the lagoon in early 2023. 

The proven breeding success and husbandry  
expertise of accredited aquariums, like 
Georgia Aquarium, are critical in  
the recovery of this species. 

ZEBRA SHARK 
ANIMAL FACT  Juveniles are dark with yellowish bars,  
lending to the name, “zebra shark,” while the  
coloration of adults is tan with dark spots.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Stegostoma tigrinum

CONSERVATION STATUS  
Endangered 

EXTINCT THREATENED LEAST CONCERN 
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ZEBRA SHARK  
REHABILITATION PROCESS 

CARE 
CRITICAL 

0.233311° S  |  130.507891° E

LAY 
Eggs laid in  
accredited 
aquariums 

RELEASE 
Juveniles are tagged  

and released into 
designated marine 

protected areas 

MONITOR 
Individual sharks 
are tracked and 

monitored 

SHIP 
Eggs transported  
to local hatcheries  

in Indonesia 

CARE 
Local teams  

manage the welfare  
of the pups 

EDUCATE 
Local communities are 
taught the ecological 
importance of sharks 

and their recovery effort
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MANTA RAY 
ANIMAL FACT  Manta rays feed near or at the surface  
where plankton accumulates, frequently around reefs. 

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Mobula sp. cf. birostris

CONSERVATION STATUS  
Endangered 

EXTINCT THREATENED LEAST CONCERN 
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MANTA RAY RESEARCH 
Georgia Aquarium has partnered with  
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
(BOEM) to carry out field research on 
the biology of manta rays (Mobula sp. 
cf. birostris) one of the largest fish in 
the ocean. This project also included 
participants from Shedd Aquarium, 
Kennedy Space Center and Stanford,  
as well as other volunteers. The team  
was able to tag five oceanic manta rays 
with acoustic tags and used a fishing 
method successfully used in the past  
on reef manta rays on oceanic manta  
rays for the first time. 

Our Research and Conservation and Ocean Voyager 
teams began with in-house tag testing on one of 
our oceanic manta rays, Blue. With the goal to refine 
a new tag design to determine best methods for 
attachment, the team worked alongside Arribada 
Initiative, a UK based engineer team, to design a tag 
package that can be attached to the dorsal surface 
of a manta ray via vacuum cup and compressed air. 
This new tag design has been effective and we have 
had 12 successful attachments so far. 

This research will determine potential overlap 
between oceanic manta rays and BOEM’s marine 
mineral extraction activities off the Southeastern 
United States. By better understanding aspects 
of the oceanic manta ray’s life history, such as site 
fidelity, migration patterns, and fine-scale habitat 
use, BOEM can implement future mitigation policies 
to reduce risk of potential interactions. 

RAY OF  
LIGHT 

REHABILITATION 
EFFORTS 
Rehabilitation programs are an important part of 
Georgia Aquarium’s mission. With dedicated staff 
and resources, we can help not only animals that call 
Georgia Aquarium home, but also offer temporary 
housing and rehabilitation to animals in the wild. 

FLORIDA 

MANATEES 

Florida special activities  
permit SAL-21-2313B-SRP 

USFWS permit MA770191 USFWS permit MAPER0034017

28.57900° N  |  80.54438° W

17.87245° N  |  76.7444° W

JAMAICA 

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 
Beginning work in March 
2022, Georgia Aquarium 
participated in coral and 
fish transect surveys in 
Jamaica. This work was 
done alongside local 
scientists at the request 
of the Government of 
Jamaica. We conducted a 
marine ecological assessment and community dialogue 
towards the establishment of two new Fish Sanctuaries 
(no-take zones) around the island. This program will 
culminate with the designation of these sites as Marine 
Protected Areas by June 2023. 

Georgia Aquarium joined the Manatee Rescue & 
Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP) to provide emergency 
care and housing for manatees in distress. The MRP  
is a cooperative of aquariums, zoos, government 
agencies, NGOs and marine parks that rescue and 
respond to manatees in distress, rehabilitate them,  
and return the animals back into Florida waters where 
they are closely monitored. 

Florida manatees are in a crisis due to starvation and 
loss of habitat. The seagrasses they need to survive 
are disappearing due to water pollution in the Indian 
River Lagoon. There are currently only five critical care 
facilities for manatees in Florida, including SeaWorld 
Orlando. Once the manatees’ conditions are stabilized, 
it’s ideal to move those manatees to secondary care 
facilities to free up space in the critical care facilities. 
Operating as an extension of SeaWorld’s permit, 
Georgia Aquarium can now receive manatees that  
are past the critical care stage. 

Two orphaned manatee calves, a male and female, 
arrived at Georgia Aquarium from SeaWorld Orlando  
in March 2022. Both calves were too young and small to 
be returned to the wild, weighing under 200 lbs. each. 
They will be cared for at Georgia Aquarium’s Animal 
Care Facility until they are closer to 600 lbs. and the 
veterinarians determine they are ready to be prepared 
for their return to Florida waters. 

LITTLE TALBOT ISLAND 

LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLES 
We received eight 
cold-stunned loggerhead 
sea turtles that were 
rescued off the coast 
of New England. The 
Aquarium’s animal care  
and veterinary teams have  
since provided exceptional 
care for these animals  

so that they can be returned to the wild. 

Six of the eight rescued turtles were cleared to be 
returned to the ocean in March 2022 off Little Talbot 
Island beach, near Jacksonville, Florida. The remaining 
two will continue to receive care until they are strong 
enough to be released. 
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SAND TIGER SHARK 
ANIMAL FACT  Sand tigers are the only shark species that will  
swim to the surface and swallow air to regulate buoyancy.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Carcharias taurus 

CONSERVATION STATUS   
Critically Endangered 

EXTINCT THREATENED LEAST CONCERN 

EX EW CR EN VU NT LC DD NE

2022  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Our Board of Directors is made up of a group of dedicated individuals 
who have brought their impressive combined experience into one group. 

Together, they are committed to steering Georgia Aquarium into the future. 

Timothy J. Pakenham 
Gary Peacock 
Ray Robinson 

Frederick Slagle 
Derek V. Smith 

Kathleen Walters

James S. Grien 
James Y. Kerr, II 

Kirk Kinsell 
Steven R. Koonin 

Conrad Lautenbacher, Jr.,Ph.D. 
Michael A. Leven 
Michael A. Morris 

Bernie Marcus 
Billi Marcus 

Francis Blake 
Ann-Marie Campbell 

Dan T. Cathy 
Michael J. Coles 

2022  
PRESENTING SPONSORS 

Our Presenting Sponsors represent Georgia Aquarium’s highest level 
of sponsorship. These companies help support our mission to inspire 

awareness and preservation of our ocean and aquatic animals worldwide. 
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SPONSORS  
& DONORS



Kia Motors 
 Sarah Kier 
 Mr. and Mrs. 

Christopher King 
 Lewis King 
 Mr. and Mrs. 

Matthew Klopman 
Jeffrey and Robyn Klugman 

 Jennifer Knotts 
 Devra and Walter Kolesky 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Koonin 
 Brad Kozak and 

Natalia Migal 
 Andrew and Dr. 

Colleen Kraft 
Kroger 
Elaine Krom 

 Mr. and Mrs. William Kuhn 
 Craig Lambert and 

Leslie Jumper 
Conrad C. and Susan 
E. Lautenbacher, Jr. 

 Dr. Myong S. Lee 
 Dr. and Mrs. Nori 

and David Levine 
 Glenn and Jeannie Lightsey 
 Meredith A. Lineberry 
 Shaun Locke 

Lockheed Martin 
 Mr. Roland Loe 

The Long Family 
LPS of America, Inc. 

 David Luke 
 Dr. Gregg and Karen Lund 
 Ms. Melissa Tuyet Luong 
 Amanda and Michael Lupoli 

Seth Mactas 
 Danny Madrigal 
 Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Mainzer 

Deborah Maloney 
The Marcus Foundation 

Margaritaville Vacation 
Club by Wyndham 

 David and Dorothy 
Markert Family 
MARS Fishcare 

 Dallas J. Martin 
 Sherri Martin 
 Randy and Angelique 

Martinez 
 Diane and Tony Martino 
 Mr. Josh McAfee 
 Lauren McCoy 
 Kristin and Angus 

McFadden 
 Marisa McGeough 

McKenney’s, Inc. 
 Daniel and Cathy McLagan 
 Leola McNeill 

McRoberts Sales Co., Inc. 
 Yadira Medina 
 Merrill Family 

Mini Melts, Inc. 
MISTR 

 Larry Mitchell 
 Laura Mitterman 
 Heidi Moleski 

Moore Stephens Tiller 
Morris Family Foundation 

 Elizabeth and Chris Morris 
Lois Morris 
William Morrison 

 Dorothy Mosley 
NanoLumens 
Narwhal Digital LLC 
Nassal Company 
National Philanthropic Trust 
NCR Foundation 
Necko Camp 
Nelson Family Foundation 
Neptune Benson 

New AnswerNet, Inc. 
 William Newcom 
 Paul L. Nguyen 

Adine Nicholson 
 Peter Nicolay 
 David and Marsha Norris 

North Valley Community 
Foundation 
Northside Hospital 
Omni Atlanta Hotel 
at CNN Center 
Otis Elevator Company 

 Sabrina Ownby Parker 
Alyssa Paterno 

 Laurel Peace 
 Ms. Catherine Peters 

PGAV Destinations 
Publix Super Markets 
Charities 
The Quikrete Co. 
Race Roster 

 Rob and Terri Rakusin 
RCK Services 
Residence Inn by Marriott 
Atlanta Downtown 
Reverb by Hard Rock 
Downtown Atlanta 

 Jacob and Brandy Riherd 
The Ritz-Carlton, Atlanta 

 Ms. Lillie Robbins 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Robinson 

 Edwin A. Rosa 
 Heath Rosborough 

Margaret A. Ross 
 Mason and  

Ana M. Rountree 
 Bruno A. Rubio 
 Safety National 

Casualty Corporation 
Salesforce 

 Ms. Yvonne Saunders-Brown 

 Dr. Arthur Schiff, Dr. 
Patricia Schiff, Dr. Julia 
Schiff and Daniel Schiff 

 Mr. Robert Schwartz 
 Albert Scott 

Ella Seifert 
 Mr. and Mrs. George Sertl 
 David K. Shellington 
 Gabrielle Sirow 
 Rad Slough 
 Alison and Jeff Small 
 Arthur and Allison Smith 

The Southern Company 
 Ms. Micheleh C. 

Souvannaratvongseuk 
Spectrum Brands 
SpringHill Suites by Marriott 
Atlanta Downtown 

 Linda and Tom Spudic 
 Wanda Staebell 
 Ms. Jane A. Standridge 
 Ben Statham 
 Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Stevens 
 Lindsey M. Stickel 

John and Betty Strange 
 Jasmine Swann 
 Chris and Lisa Sward 
 Dr. and Mrs. Edwin 

I. Swords, III 
 Tim and Maria Tassopoulos 

Team Artboy 
 Linda and Mel Teetz 
 Bill Tevendale 

Thomas Concrete 
Thurston Charitable 
Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Tome 
Trane Technologies 
USI Insurance Services, LLC 

 Ryan Valduga 

 Caroline and Billy Van Eaton 
Vanguard Commercial 
Flooring 

 Mr. Yashwant Verma 
 Joseph Vivona and 

Heather Cumbie-Vivona 
 Luke Walter, Megan 

Walter and Kim Walter 
Kathy and Stan Walters 
WAM Essentials Inc. 
Waste Management 

 Watson Hospitality 
and Travel 
Kenneth Wedding 

 Emily Weese 
Maxine Weitz, Irwin Yaffie, 
and Leonard Yaffie 

 Krystal Wendler & The 
Georgia Kig Society 
Ms. Renee Werbin 

 Craig West 
 Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Westfall 

The Westin Peachtree 
Plaza Atlanta 

 Mrs. Maureen Whatley 
 Michael D. White 
 Susan and Tony White 
 Jason S. Williams 

and S. Jane Fox 
 Linda Williams 
 The Frances and 

Michael Williamson 
Family Charitable Fund 

 Mr. Clinton S. Winchester 
 Dr. Jennifer Wohlers 

Wolfgang Puck Catering 
 Davis and Isabella Wood 
 Mr. Gregg Wood 
 Bryan Yi 

Young Again Foundation 
The Zaban Foundation 

 A-1 Broadcast 
ABM 

 Heather Abramowski 
Ace American 
Insurance Company 
Active Production 
and Design, Inc. 
Acuity Brands 

 Mr. and Mrs. John R. Adams 
 Mr. David J. Alago 
 Tauqueer Alam 
 Mr. and Mrs. 

William Albertson 
 Mr. McAuley Alexander 

Allied Universal 
 Amy and Marshal Allshouse 

The Allstate Foundation 
 Dr. Firelli Alonso 

Alston & Bird, LLP 
AmazonSmile 

 The Ambleve Bedrock 
Foundation 
The American Hotel 
Atlanta Downtown — a 
DoubleTree by Hilton 
American Online 
Giving Foundation 
Amico Seasafe 

 Mr. Robert Anderson 
 Andrea Andrews 
 Elizabeth Andrews 

and Cynthia Sanbom 
 Anonymous (2) 

Anonymous 
Apparel Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

 Arapoglou Family 
 Carlos Arevalo 
 Dr. Larry Arnson 
 Wayne and Joan Aronson 

Arrow Exterminators, Inc. 
 Mr. Rudy Arroyo 

Asahi/America 
ASO Advertising 

Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums 
Atlanta Airport 
Marriott Gateway 
Atlanta Brewing Company 
Atlanta Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 
Atlanta Marriott Marquis 

 Atlanta Reef Club 
 Mr. Alex Averitt 

Avita Pharmacy 
 Maria and Sai Avula 
 Arden and Marcus Barela 
 Philip Batchelor 
 Mrs. Allison Baumgardner 

Be Flawless 
 Donald and Tamara Beard 
 Ken Becker 
 Matt and Jeannie Beckett 
 Ben Bierbaum 
 Sarah and Matthew 

Blackmon 
Frank and Liz Blake 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Blueally Technology 
Solutions LLC 

 Nicole Spencer Boemanns 
and Erik Boemanns 

 Christine Bolles 
 Dan and Marty Boone 
 Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Bordlee 
 Eva C. Bowles 
 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Boxer 
 Jessica Boyd 

Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC 
Brasington Bailey 
Construction, Inc. 

 Mary Ellen and 
Neil Brigham 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Brill 

 Dexter and Angela Brown 
 Paul and Carolyn Bruin 
 Mark and Timmerly Bullman 
 Kimberly Burke 

The Burkehaven 
Family Foundation 

 Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
E. Burleson 

 Michael Burnette 
and Eniko Nagy 
William Burnham 

 Mark Burroughs and 
Jennifer Techman 
Ann-Marie Campbell 

 Peter and Nathalie 
Capelluto 
CARS 

 Bill and Liz Cary 
Catanach Service Group 
Charities Aid 
Foundation America 
Stephen Charles 

 Mercedes Chelsey 
Daniel J. Chen 
Chick-fil-A, Inc. 

 Buffy A. Christie 
Cigna Health and Life 
Insurance Company 
Cintas 
City of Atlanta 
CityPASS, Inc. 
Clayton County 
Public Schools 
Matthew and Maegan Coates 

 Katharine Paulsen Cobb 
The Coca-Cola Company 

 Carole Cole 
 The Cole Family 

Ms. Donna Novak Coles 
and Mr. Michael Coles 

 Stephanie Collett 
 Ms. Michelle A. Collins 

Comcast 
Compass Group 

 Mrs. Darlene Conley 
 Dean Conn 

Consco, LLC 
Cortina Productions 

 Janet and John Costello 
Arista Cowan 

 Dennis Coyle 
 Seth Crawford 

Carolyn Cray 
 Mrs. Theresa Crocker 
 Christine Cronquist 
 Mr. and Mrs. Doug Crosby 
 Stephanie Cusimano 
 Dana Davis 

April Davis 
 Sally and Larry Davis 

Ms. Tamara Dean 
 Justin DeBraska 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Decker 
Dentons 

 Ms. Ellie DeRienzo 
DERMAGLOVE 

 Jon DeWitte 
Jie Diao 

 Jibran Diaz 
Dogfish Head 

 Mr. Jay Donohue 
 Wesley R. Dunbar 
 Mr. Timothy Echols 
 Melissa Edwards 
 Diana Einterz 

The Ellis Hotel 
 Mary Kent and Jeremy Ellis 

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Atlanta at Centennial 
Olympic Park 

 Glen and Martha Emory 
Engine Shop 

 Dennis and Kathy Esler 
 Tabitha Evans 

Event Network, Inc. 
 Mr. and Mrs. Dietmar Exler 
 Judy Fineman 

Vonda Fletcher 
 Miller Charitable 

Foundation 
 Danielle Frazier 

Paige P. Freeman 
 Maria L. and Cruz 

A. Fuentes 
Fujitec 

 Kevin Furlong 
 Mr. Matthew S. Garcia 
 Jeanette and Juan Gasca 

Genuine Parts Company 
Georgia Department 
of Revenue 
Georgia Natural Gas 
Georgia World 
Congress Center 
Georgia-Pacific 
Georgia-Pacific Foundation 
John Gibbs 

 Dr. Alexander Gluzman 
 Ms. Sarah D. Goldberg 
 Victoria Gomez 

David and Carolyn Gould 
Gregg Chandler 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Grien 

 Jo Ann Haden-Miller 
and Bill Miller 
Hampton Inn Atlanta —  
Georgia Tech — Downtown 

 Susan and Jim Hannan 
Hard Rock Cafe International 

 Suzanne Harper 
 Brittany Nicole Hartman 
 Anita Haynes-Ball 

and Jon Ball 
 Tina Hebb 
 Laura Hemingway 

Henderson Electric 
 Ed and Cindy Hernandez 
 Allison and Ben Hill 

Hilton Atlanta 
Hilton Atlanta Northeast 
Hilton Garden Inn 
Atlanta Downtown 

 Mr. and Mrs. 
Jonathan C. Hoel 

 Ms. Carrie N. Hoff and 
Mr. Jonathan D. Rupp 

 Greg Holcombe 
 Linda and Daniel Holloway 
 Mr. and Mrs. David Holly 
 Lewis Holmes 
 John and Lisa Holzemer 

The Home Depot 
The Home Depot Foundation 
HomeLight Inc. 

 Terri and John Hope 
Jim and Melanie Hovis 

 Suzanne and 
Matthew Howard 

 Mr. Scott Hoyte 
Jeanine and Jeff Huebner 

 Joshua Huff 
 Rebecca Hutchins 
 Lisa Hutfluss and 

Jason Bothwell 
Hyatt House Atlanta 
Downtown 
Hyatt Place Atlanta 
Centennial Park 
Hyatt Regency Atlanta 
International Ozone 
Services, Inc. 
Phil and Jenny Jacobs 

 R.J. Janota 
 Stewart and DeAnn Jefcoat 
 Cody Jenkins 
 Elizabeth Jensen 
 Sherry Jilinski, M.D. 
 Christopher Johnson 
 Kimberly Johnson 
 Cecile Jones 
 Amanda D. Jordan 

David and Jennifer Kahn 
Family Foundation 
Kaiser Permanente 

These donations were received between January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022. We have done our best to ensure correct listing;  
however, if your name is incorrect or omitted, please contact the Development department so we may correct our records. 
You can reach us at 404.581.4136 or DEVELOPMENT@GEORGIAAQUARIUM.ORG. 

THANK YOU TO  
OUR DONORS 
As a 501(c)3 nonprofit, we rely on the support of our community 
to ensure that we can continue our groundbreaking research 
initiatives, conservation efforts, educational programs, and 
community partnerships. By supporting Georgia Aquarium, 
these generous donors allow us to make a positive impact on  
the health and welfare of aquatic life from around the globe  
and remain at the forefront of aquatic science. 

Active Production 
and Design, Inc. 
Atlanta Braves Foundation 
Atlanta Falcons 
Atlanta Hawks 
Basketball Club 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
Atlanta United Football Club 
Baked Kitchen 
Barking Hound Village 

Chattanooga Zoo 
CityPASS 
DERMAGLOVE 
Dessau International, Inc. 
Dolphins Plus Marine 
Mammal Responder 
Dos Bocas 
Fernbank Museum  
of Natural History 
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald 
and Nancy Gay 

Greenville Zoo Foundation 
Hard Rock Café 
Holland Fine Art Portraits 
Hotel Clarimont 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 
Lux Bakeri 
Margaritaville Vacation 
Club by Wyndham 
Nashville Zoo 

Omni Atlanta Hotel 
at CNN Center 
Perfect Seasoning 
Ponko Chicken 
Reef Parking 
The Ritz-Carlton, 
Amelia Island 
South Carolina Aquarium 
The Southern Company 
Speedway Children’s Charities 

Sugar Shane’s 
Tony Brewer & Company 
Total Wine & More 
Truist Atlanta Open 
United Distributors 
Varuni Napoli 
Wolfgang Puck Catering 
Yonder Yoga 
Zoo Atlanta

GIFTS IN KIND 

 acknowledges members of Georgia Aquarium’s Anchor Society, a philanthropic membership. 
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Starting at our inception, Georgia Aquarium has always been 
dedicated to bringing the ocean to Atlanta — and continuously 
growing and changing with our city. We have committed to 
bringing new exhibits, animals and experiences to our guests 
every year. Most recently, this took the form of our spectacular 
gallery Sharks! Predators of the Deep. Developments like these 
are some of our biggest endeavors, forever changing not only 
the face and footprint of Georgia Aquarium, but the experience 
for millions of visitors every year. By supporting us through 
generous donations, you become a part of our mission. 

We are already planning our next major expansion set to open 
in the coming years, for the first time growing beyond the 
original walls of the Aquarium. While we are reviewing multiple 
concepts, we are devoted to creating an innovative outcome 
that will continue to allow us to advance our important research, 
animal care and conservation work. This project will require  
over $200M in funding over the next five years. 

Georgia Aquarium opened our doors in November 2005.  
Every year, we need to repair, replace and rebuild parts of  
our facility to ensure we have the highest quality habitat for our 
animals, including behind the scenes areas, veterinarian facilities 
and life support systems. These additions, repairs and updates 
will require over $38M in funding over the next five years. 

Note: The statements shown above are condensed versions of our audited financial statements and  
do not include footnote disclosures. Complete audited financial statements are available upon request. 

2022 BALANCE SHEET 
ASSETS 

Cash & Investments	 $109,550,532 
Prepaids & Other	 $2,536,899 
Receivables	 $13,573,964 
Property, Plant & Equipment, Net	 $419,408,223 
Total Assets 	 $545,069,618 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses	 $16,983,951 
Deferred Revenue	 $7,589,603 
Debt	 $57,435,817 
Other, Operating Lease Liabilities	 $1,522,291 
Total Liabilities 	 $83,531,662 

NET ASSETS 

Without Donor Restrictions	 $436,085,123 
With Donor Restrictions	 $25,452,836 
Total Net Assets 	 $461,537,959

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $545,069,621

2022 INCOME STATEMENT 
REVENUE 

Admissions	 $110,298,572
Commissions & Events	 $16,327,305
Fundraising & Memberships	 $9,903,985 
In-Kind Contributions	 $663,470
Total Revenue 	 $137,193,332 

EXPENSES 

Program Services	 $71,442,726
Support Services	 $33,573,727 
Fundraising	 $338,152
Other Expenses	 ($301,841) 
Total Expenses 	 $105,052,764 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	 $32,140,568

	84%	 	 Earned Revenue 
	 8%	 	 Commissions 
	 7%	 	 Charitable Giving, Memberships  

& Fundraising Events 
	 1%	 	 In-Kind Contributions 

$137.2 M 
OPERATING  
REVENUE

	57%	 	 Animal Care 
	32% 	 	 Management & Administrative Support 
	 6%	 	 Research, Conservation,  

Education & Guest Programs 
	 5%	 	 Visitor Services 

$105.1 M 
OPERATING  
EXPENSES 
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Georgia Aquarium is a nonprofit  
committed to inspiring awareness and preservation  

of our ocean and aquatic animals worldwide.  
In order to continue these efforts, we need your help. 

PLEASE SUPPORT GEORGIA AQUARIUM
Together, we can create a sea change — in our ocean, and for the 

wondrous life that inhabits it. You can support the work being 
done in our facility and in the field through a tax-deductible 

contribution to Georgia Aquarium. Your contributions are vital  
to the success of our mission. We couldn’t do this without you! 

For more information on how you can help,  
please contact our Development department at  

404.581.4136 or DEVELOPMENT@GEORGIAAQUARIUM.ORG  
or visit WWW.GEORGIAAQUARIUM.ORG/SUPPORT.  

TOGETHER,  
WE CAN CREATE A 

SEA  
CHANGE

PINK SKUNK CLOWNFISH  
ANIMAL FACT  This clownfish rarely leaves the area immediately surrounding its host anemone. 

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Amphiprion perideraion

CONSERVATION STATUS  
Least Concern 

EXTINCT THREATENED LEAST CONCERN 

EX EW CR EN VU NT LC DD NE
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YOUR  
SUPPORT 

mailto:Georgia%20Aquarium%20Development%20%3Cdevelopment%40georgiaaquarium.org%3E?subject=Together%2C%20We%20Can%20Create%20A%20Sea%20Change
http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/support


225 BAKER STREET NW, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30313  
404.581.4000    GEORGIAAQUARIUM.ORG 

https://www.georgiaaquarium.org
https://www.georgiaaquarium.org

